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   Hashem rewards even evil people who suffer and save other Jews, imagine what a righteous person merits! 
 : ¼mr̈d̈ z ¤̀  »dŸr §x ©R g´©N ©W §A i À¦d §i©e(sh dh)   

It came to pass when Pharaoh let the people go.(13:14) The

opening of our Parsha relates how Pharaoh had a change of

heart right after he let the Jewish people go. í¥p §a ¦l ÆdŸr §x ©R x³©n ῭ §e
:x«Ä §c ¦O ©d m−¤di ¥l£r x¬©bq̈ u ¤x®῭ Ä m−¥d mi¬¦k ªa §p l ½¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i (d sh)  "And Pharaoh said

to the Children of Israel: They are trapped in the land; the

desert closed in on them." (14:3) Rashi raises the obvious

difficulty with this verse: Since it says  l ½¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i í¥p §a ¦l ÆdŸr §x ©R x³©n ῭ §e
Pharaoh spoke to the children of Israel, however this could

not be possible to have spoken to the children of Israel, for

they had left Egypt already, how could he be talking to

them? Therefore, Rashi answers: that the words l ½¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i í¥p §a ¦l
mean about the the children of Israel. That means he spoke

to his advisors. However, the Targum Yonasan ben Uziel

gives an astonishing explanation. There were two Jews,

Dassan and Aviram, who remained behind in Egypt. They

refused to leave. They are the l ½¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i í¥p §a that Pharaoh spoke

to, reassuring them that the Jews were lost, stranded, and

stuck in the desert and that their choice to flee the country

was an ill-conceived one. The Beer Mayim Chaim of

Chernowitz, a student of the Magid of Mezritch, and the

Maharil Diskin of Brisk both ask a powerful question and

both answer the same answer: The question is: the Torah

states lM̈ ÆdG̈©r mi ³¦cẅ ©gEx̧ §A mÂ̈I ©Âd z ¤̀  'd K¤lŸeÍ©e ¼mÏ ©dÎl©r »Ÿ ecïÎz ¤̀  d´¤Wn h¥̧I©e
m ¦i «Ö ©d E −r §w«Ä ¦I©e d®äẍ «g̈ ¤l m−Ï ©d z ¤̀  m ¤U¬Ï©e dl̈ §i ½©N ©d And Moshe stretched out

his hand over the sea, and the Lord led the sea with the

strong east wind all night, and He made the sea into dry land,

and the waters split. Then the Torah continues E Ÿ̀āÏ ©e
m«l̈ Ÿ̀n §V ¦nE m−p̈i ¦ni «¦n d ½̈nŸeg Æm ¤dl̈ m ¦i³©O ©d §e d®ẄÄ©I ©A m−Ï ©d KŸe ¬z §A l²¥̀ ẍ §U ¦iÎi«¥p §a The

children of Israel came into the midst of the sea on dry land,

and the waters were to them as a wall from their right and

from their left. We see here that the Bnei Yisrael passed

through the Red Sea. Afterwards l µŸM m ½¤di ¥x£g«©̀  E Ÿ̀áÏ ©e Æm ¦i ¸©x §v ¦n E ³t §C §x¦I©e
m«Ï ©d KŸe −Y l ¤̀  ei®Ẅẍ «ẗE Ÿe −A §k ¦x d ½Ÿr §x ©R qEq́ the Egyptians pursued and

came after them, throwing all of Pharaoh's horses, his

chariots, and his horsemen into the midst of the sea as it

state: ‘m ¦i ½©x §v ¦nÎl©r Æm ¦i ©̧O ©d Ea³ªWï §e m®Ï ©dÎl©r −L §c«ï z ¤̀   d¬¥h §p d ½¤Wn l ¤̀  Æd x ¤n Ÿ̀³I©e
ei «Ẅẍ «R̈ l©r §e Ÿe −A §k ¦x l©r So Moshe stretched out his hand over the

sea, and toward morning the sea returned to its strength as

the Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the Lord stirred the

Egyptians into the sea. The Egyptians were covered by the

waters and perished there. Now the interesting issue comes

to light. In Posuk 29 it says m®Ï ©d KŸeź §A d−ẄÄ©I ©a E ¬k §l«d̈ l²¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i ī¥p §aE
m«l̈ Ÿ̀n §V ¦nE m−p̈i ¦ni «¦n d ½̈nŸeg Æm ¤dl̈ m ¦i³©O ©d §e The children of Israel went on

dry land in the midst of the sea, and the water was to them

like a wall from their right and from their left. When does

this episode come in place? We saw before that the Bnei

Yisrael had already passed through the sea; then who are

these Bnei Yisrael mentioned here? The Tzaddikim above

answer this difficulty based on the Targum Yonoson above.

These Bnei Yisrael are referring to Dassan and Aviram, who

remained behind in Egypt, and after they saw what happened

to the Egyptians and that the Yidden crossed through, they

arrived at the sea. The Midrash Mechilta and Yalkot

Shimoni say  "i ¥k £̀ §l ©n Eid̈ §e ."mï ©d KŸez §a dÿä©i ©a Ek §ld̈ l ¥̀ ẍ §y¦I i¥p §aE
KŸez §a dÿä©i ©a oi ¦M §l ©d §n dẍf̈ dc̈Ÿea£r i ¥c §aŸer mc̈ ῭  i¥p §a :x ©nŸel mi ¦D ¥n §z z ¥xÿ ©d
l ©̀  ."dn̈Ÿg m ¤dl̈ m¦I ©n ©d §e" x ©n`¤p ¤y ?dn̈ ¥g m ¤di ¥l£r `l̈ ©n §z ¦P mï ©d s ©̀ ¤y o¦I©p §nE ?mï ©d
'dn̈ ¥g' `l̈ ¤̀  ,"dn̈Ÿeg" i ¥x §w ¦Y/  that the sea didn’t want to split for

them as they worshipped idols, and was fuming at them, and

didn’t want to split for them. This regards to Dassan and

Aviram. However, Hashem commanded the sea to split

again for them, and they too crossed and got to the other side

safe and sound.

This is absurd. These two fellows, who were absolute

atheists, as it seems, they were fighting Moshe and Hashem

at every step of the way, and choosing to remain in Egypt.

How are they saved with their brethren. They have linked

their fate and destiny to Egypt, not to the Yidden, Why were

they spared at the Red Sea while all of the Egyptians

drowned? What is more, the Midrash teaches that many Jews

who did not want to leave Egypt died during the three days

of darkness. Yet Dassan and Aviram, who also did not want

to leave, remained intact. Why? Because Dassan and Aviram

were among the policemen who gave themselves up for the

Yidden and suffered beatings in order to make the work

easier for the Israelites. The Egyptians struck them, and the

police officers were full of bloody wounds, as it is written.

And they suffered blows upon them, and the officers of the

children of Israel were beaten. The Midrash Shemos Rabbah

5:21 states: "And they smote the officers of the children of

Israel." From this, you learn that they were kosher and

surrendered themselves to Israel and suffered to make it

easier for them, and therefore they were blessed with the

Holy Spirit. Therefore, Dassan and Avirom merited having

the sea split for them. Even though they were evil and fought

with Moshe and Hashem, for the simple act of helping a

fellow Yid and getting beaten and suffer in order to save

another Yid, Hashem made a new creation for them and split

the sea.

This is a powerful lesson: If a evil person merits such a

reward, of course a Yid who does good deeds, and goes out

of his way to even suffer to help another Yid, Hashem will

bless that person with Health, wealth and good Shidduchim.
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Story of the week   (By Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

**** The Rebbe of Papa discharges his disciple from the army through a miracle.****

Rabbi Yaakov Yechezkia Greenwald was born in the city of

Csorna to his holy father, Rabbi Moshe Ztzal, the Arugus

Habosem, the Rav of Chust, and he was his close disciple.

He got married in 1900 to the daughter of Rabbi Yisrael

Menachem Braun, the Rabbi of Brezowitz. In the year 1906,

he became the Rabbi of Lykov. In the year 1912, he became

the Rabbi of Tzheilim, in place of his uncle Rabbi Eliezer

David Greenwald, author of the sefer "Keren LeDavid." In

1924, he became the Rabbi of Hunyad, Hungary. In 1929, he

became the Rabbi of Papa and founded the now famous

Papa Yeshiva with many fine students who became

Rabbanim until the Nazis closed the Yeshiva in 1941. He

authored the sefer Vayaged Yaakov, and  is called by the

name of his book. His son, Rav Yosef, who continued the

Yeshiva after the war in Williamsburg, survived him. The

Yeshiva and Chassidus are flourishing under his son, Rav

Yaakov Yechezkia Greenwald.

Rabbi Yisrael Meisner studied in the Papa Yeshiva under

the Vayaged Yaakov and was a good student. When the

time came to enlist in the army, he was a tall and healthy

young bachur who, under normal circumstances, would

not have been able to be exempt from serving, and no

doctor would sign that he was not fit to serve. Rabbi

Yisrael went to see his Rebbi, the Vayaged Yaakov, and

asked for a blessing and advice on how he could be

exempt from being taken into the army.

The Vayaged Yaakov gave him a brocha that he would

not have to go into the army. But Rabbi Yisrael was not

happy with just a blessing when his Jewish religion was

in danger, and he stood firm and told the Rebbi he did not

want just a blessing he wanted a promise that the Rabbi

would promise him he would not be enlisted into the

army! The Vayaged Yaakov became serious and thought

for a long time, and summoned his gabbay - later known as

Hagaon Rav Yitzchak Shlomo Ungar the Rav of Chug Chasam

Sofer - and talked quietly in his ears that he should go to

his relative who is sewing shrouds, and she should give

you some material that were left with her from the veil of

a dress and bring some here.

The gabbay quickly went to his relative and brought some

material to the Vayaged Yaakov. The Rebbi sent the

gabbay out of the room, and locked himself in the room

with the bachur Yisrael for a long time. After a while,

Reb Yisrael came out of the room with strong faith in

Hashem that he would be discharged from the army. In

the morning, when Reb Yisrael had to go to the army

headquarters, he suddenly felt that he was itchy all over

his body and started scratching the itchiness, and the

pimples opened up with pus coming out of them. His

body was now full of pus. When Yisrael walked into the

army headquarters, an officer felt pity on him and quickly

summoned a doctor to check on him. The doctor told him

to wait outside, and in a few minutes, Yisrael was handed

his discharge papers and was advised to check into a

hospital to get healed of the infection.

Yisrael was thrilled that they released him from army

duty, but he was now devastated that he will have to

suffer from the infections for the rest of his life, and this

would also hinder his studying Torah! But he gathered

himself, and understood that the Rebbi who put him in

this situation would definitely heal him. He immediately

went to the Rebbe to deliver the good news of being freed

from the army. However, he begged the Rebbe to heal

him as  he cannot bear the itchiness much longer.

Again, the Rebbe sent out the gabbay from the room, and

locked himself in the room with Yisrael again for a while.

After about an hour, the door opened, and Yisrael walked

out the door without the pimples and a completely healthy

Bochur! The Rebbe forbade Yisrael to tell anyone what

transpired in the room how the Rebbe cured him! The

whole episode was a deep mystery to all the students in

Yeshiva, but Yisrael kept his promise and didn’t divulge

any details. Rav Yitzchak Shlomo Ungar was sure that the

material from the Rebbe's relative played a major role in

the illness's cause and the cure! 

He waited for the opportunity to ask Reb Yisrael. Years

went by, and when World War II was over, Reb Yisrael

and Rav Yitzchak Shlomo Ungar both survived the war

and both emigrated to Israel. Hashem provided that they

met, and Rav Yitzchak Shlomo Ungar courageously

asked Reb Yisrael what the Rebbe did with the material

from his relative, and how he created the wounds, and

how he cured him? Reb Yisrael at first hesitated to tell.

However, he said, since the Rebbe has long passed away

and I am already an old man, I will tell you. When I was

to enlist in the army, the Rebbe took the material and

rubbed it into my body. The Rebbe told me exactly what

would happen. When I came back to the Rebbe to have

him heal me, he did the same thing, and my wounds were

healed. I want the world to know who our Rebbe was and

his ability to make wondrous miracles.
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